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[Wall mounted text panel]

National Treasures
Rembrandt in Brighton 
Self Portrait at the Age of 34

Welcome
Brighton Museum is delighted to be showing this world-renowned painting by the Dutch Old Master Rembrandt van Rijn.

Self Portrait at the Age of 34, 1640, is on display as part of the National Gallery’s bicentenary National Treasures tour.

The National Gallery’s 200th birthday celebration involves twelve simultaneous exhibitions at twelve cultural organisations across the UK. More than half the UK population will be within an hour’s journey of a National Gallery masterpiece.

Rembrandt’s exquisite self portrait is a masterclass in artistic time travel. He plays with ideas and themes from the past to create an image of himself for the future.

Taking a cue from Rembrandt’s bold and forward-looking stance, this extraordinary painting is hung alongside 14 modern, photographic self portraits made by local young people.

The resulting display is called Hey, Rembrandt! It was created in partnership with Photoworks, and is a dialogue between the old and new, past, present and future.

Scan this QR code for additional information
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Scan this QR code for accessible text and audio
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[Wall mounted text panel]

Hey, Rembrandt!
One Old Master, 14 young people, 15 self portraits. Brighton Museum teamed up with Photoworks to produce Hey, Rembrandt!

14 local young people created their own photographic self portraits as part of Photography Club. Mentored by award-winning photographer Alejandra Carles-Tolra, each participant explored themes of identity, perception, and self- projection.

Whilst consciously curating their own image for a modern audience, the young people also imagined themselves in an artistic conversation with Rembrandt. They considered similarities and differences between Rembrandt’s self- presentation and their own.

Photography club participants thought about what they might ask or say to Rembrandt if he were alive today. They invite you to do the same in our interactive area. The group have also chosen many of the songs on the playlist and books in the gallery that mean something to them. What would you choose?
Photography Club
Photography Club is a youth engagement partnership project between Brighton & Hove Museums and national arts charity Photoworks. A small group of young people from Brighton & Hove aged 13-16 were recruited to this project through our network of local support services. The young people have been completing Bronze Arts Award accreditation as part of this project.

About Photoworks
Photoworks champions photography for everyone. We are an international platform, global in reach, and have provided opportunities for artists and audiences since 1995. We do not have a physical venue, but our online channels are always open. Our programme brings new experiences to audiences and opens up new ways to encounter photography.

Photoworks is a registered charity. For more information visit photoworks.org.uk  




Meet the lead artist
Alejandra Carles-Tolra

Alejandra Carles-Tolra is a visual artist, lecturer and facilitator from Barcelona based in London. Identity and the search for belonging drives her work, which has been exhibited and published nationally and internationally. Alejandra is committed to using photography as an empowerment tool. A recipient of the Jerwood/Photoworks Awards, she collaborates regularly with non-profit organisations, running participatory photography workshops for people from vulnerable communities and diverse backgrounds.


To see more images created in this project scan the QR code

[image: A qr code with a few squares

Description automatically generated]



[Wall mounted text panel]

Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-1669)
Self Portrait at the Age of 34
“Of course you will say that I ought to be practical and ought to try and paint the way they want me to paint. Well, I will tell you a secret. I have tried and I have tried very hard, but I can’t do it. I just can’t do it! And that is why I am just a little crazy”.

Rembrandt van Rijn
In this self portrait, the artist Rembrandt presents himself dressed in fur and velvet, and wearing a hat laced with jewels. These expensive clothes indicate his success. Appearing wealthy and self-assured, he makes direct eye contact with the viewer. By placing his arm over a wall, Rembrandt creates the illusion of entering our time and space.

Born in Leiden in the Netherlands, Rembrandt moved to Amsterdam in around 1631, where he became a successful painter. Throughout his life he produced dozens of self portraits to demonstrate his skill and to attract commissions.

Although painted in the 1640s, Rembrandt is dressed up like a gentleman from one hundred years earlier. He is using the clothing, composition, colours and poses of the earlier great artists Titian, Raphael and Dürer. He is making a point.

With this self portrait Rembrandt is saying “Look at me! I am as good an artist as them; maybe even better!”

Scan this QR code for an online tour of all the exhibitions in the National Treasures programme.
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For additional information scan this QR code and see the additional gallery information booklets.
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[Wall text]

Life etches itself onto our faces as we grow older, showing our violence, excesses or kindnesses.
Rembrandt van Rjin


[Wall mounted label]

Rembrandt, 1606-1669
Self Portrait at the Age of 34, 1640
Bought, 1861. The National Gallery, London

My name is Rembrandt. In my self portrait I have attempted to travel through time. I’m dressed in expensive but old clothes that transport me back about 100 years to Renaissance Italy. Some of my favourite artists including Titian and Raphael were painting there at that time. By leaning my arm over the wall, I am also trying to visit your time too!


Scan the QR code to listen to the Bloomberg Connects NG200 audio tour for this display.
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[Wall text]

Practise what you know, and it will help to make clear what now you do not know. 
Rembrandt van Rjin









[Wall text]

Hey Rembrandt!


[Wall mounted labels]

Poking out the frame
Sofia

I use the frame to portray the different ways I am around people I don’t know, people I feel more confident around, and the people I feel my true self around.


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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Self Portrait at age 14
Lola

Hi I’m Lola and this is my Rembrandt inspired self portrait. In response to the greys and browns in his self portrait, I have included a pattern from my own home. The headphones represent my love for music.


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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Self Portrait of Lila age 13
Lila

I like these photos because of how the light reflects in the mirror. You can see my expression in the first, but in the second only in the mirror. In the first photo I’m looking away, but in the second one I look like I have found something that is intriguing me. The paint brush represents my love for art!


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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Memories
Ellie

Hello, I’m Ellie.

I’ve had pet fish for years – I must have over 100 by now. I love them so much and that’s why I wanted them in the photo with me.

Can you see which building is hidden in the background? This photo was taken somewhere in this museum. See if you can find where and take your own self portrait there!


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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Ori Self Portrait aged 14
Ori

Hi I’m Ori, and this portrait represents me at the age of 14. Objects I have used in the frame represent things that are important to me, such as my grandmother’s gloves, a Hanukkiah, and a boomerang that was given to me. I’ve chosen these items because I believe they represent what should be important in a young man’s life. Family, faith, and fun.


Scan the QR code to see more images.

[image: A qr code with a few squares

Description automatically generated]

 




Don’t leave your sELF on the shelf
Daisy

The concept of my self portrait is not to lose yourself and forget your dreams as you get older. The elf represents the happy, bubbly personality of my younger self. It’s on my shoulder as I have kept those memories close to me.


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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Time telephone
Eryn

Hello everyone! My name’s Eryn.

I’m not much of a fan of pictures of myself, but this pushed me out of my comfort zone.

Learning about what has happened before I was alive really interests me, so this really inspired me.

For me, the telephone is a way of connecting yourself to others no matter where you are in the world. This is how the past links to the telephone.


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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Help!
Anton

Hi, my name is Anton! In my hands, I am holding some artwork that I made when I was 10. The art is about where I live – it symbolises my local area and the boy in the picture is me when I was little. Over my normal clothes, I am wearing my dad’s pilot jacket. My dad being a pilot means I have been to lots of different countries.


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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Finding Peace
Mary

I wear headphones so I can make the world quieter and drown out all the noise. Nature is peaceful and silent and it’s where I feel comfortable.


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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[Wall text]

I aspire to keep hold of my passions and I hope to continue with them as this will bring more happiness then.
Megan



[Wall mounted labels]

Self Portrait Age 13
Viv

Hi I’m Viv and I decided to put a twist on Gillian Wearing’s photography by maintaining a serious face with my childhood toy Big Bunny.


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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Self Portrait of Nathan at the age of 15
Nathan

Hello, my name is Nathan and my reason for this image is to show the range in my personality. The lights and the piano in my hands represent fun and interest, like my interest in playing piano. One thing I would tell my future self is to be myself.


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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Occupied
Megan

Stay true to your passions. This self portrait hopefully shows the importance of holding on to your talents and passions instead of getting washed away with the norms of society that focus on money and status. A variety of props are displayed to represent my passions including fashion and textiles, music, the violin, and art.


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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[Wall text]

Things don’t get easier, you just get better.
Sofia


WINNIE
Winifred

Hi my name is Winnie and I was trying to go for a Rembrandt style lighting in this photo. I’m not really sure what this says about me, but like Rembrandt, maybe it will be used as a marker of what I looked like in the past, when I am old.


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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My Dreams Out of Reach
Nina

I think my photo says about me that I am a dramatic person and can get lost in my mind.


Scan the QR code to see more images.
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[Wall mounted text panel]

National Treasures 

On 10 May 2024, the National Gallery will be 200 years old, marking two centuries of bringing people and paintings together. We are starting our NG200 celebrations with a project that places twelve masterpieces from the National Gallery's collection in museums and art galleries across Great Britain and Northern Ireland. This means that, on our birthday, more than half the population of the United Kingdom will be within an hour's journey of a great National Gallery painting.

The National Gallery was founded in 1824 as an art collection for the nation. Its mission has been to make the greatest paintings in the Western European tradition freely available to all. From a founding purchase of just 38 works, the Gallery's collection has grown to include over 2,400 pictures, dating from the 13th to the 20th centuries. As one of the most important public collections in the world, the Gallery welcomes millions of visitors to its building on Trafalgar Square every year and reaches millions more through its exhibitions, digital platforms and national touring programmes.

As we look towards the Gallery's third century, the National Treasures project celebrates our founding principle of collective ownership as well as celebrating the expertise and creativity of local communities and cultural organisations across the UK. Each work will be part of exhibitions curated by twelve partner venues that will shed light on well-known paintings. By bringing new audiences and perspectives to the nation's treasures through fresh interpretation, collaboration and dynamic exchange, these displays will enrich our understanding of the power of painting.

Gabriele Finaldi, Director









[Interactive wall area where visitors use post-its to display their responses]

[Wall text]

Hey Rembrandt!


[Wall text]

Your self portrait










[Wall mounted text panel]

Thankyou

Thank you to the National Gallery for inviting us to be a part of their bicentenary celebrations.

We would particularly like to thank everyone involved in the Hey, Rembrandt! project:

Anton, Daisy, Eryn, Ellie, Lila, Lola, Mary, Megan, Nathan, Nina, Ori, Sofia, Viv, Winnie, Alejandra Carles-Tolra, Ciaran Timlin, Lucy Woodley, Melanie Pollard and Zoe Montgomery

[Exhibition feedback point]

Tell us what you think!
Please use the in gallery tablet or QR code for the online survey.
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[Wall mounted text panel]

Events

Bart Cornelis: National Treasures - Rembrandt in Brighton
The Old Courtroom Lecture Theatre Wed 12 June, 11am-12pm
Tickets £15 per person Members and Patrons £12 Book in advance
Bart Cornelis, National Gallery Curator of Dutch and Flemish Paintings delivers a talk focussing on Rembrandt’s Self Portrait at the Age of 34. This is one of 12 of the most iconic and well-loved paintings from the nation’s collection being lent to 12 venues across the UK in 2024 to celebrate the National Gallery’s 200th anniversary.

David Bomford: Rembrandt Self Portraits and their Secrets
The Old Courtroom Lecture Theatre 
Wed 29 May, 11am-12pm
Tickets £15 per person. Members and Patrons £12 Book in advance
Examination of Rembrandt’s self portraits has revealed hidden layers that shine new light on his technique and the workings of his studio – and we ask the intriguing question ‘when is a self portrait not a self portrait?’. Leading Art Historian and Conservation expert David Bomford will be looking at Rembrandt’s wider body of work in this intriguing talk.

Alexandra Loske: Artist’s palettes through time: From Rembrandt’s golden browns to Winifred Nicholson’s prismatic violets
The Old Courtroom Lecture Theatre 
Wed 26 June, 11am-12pm
Tickets £15 per person Members and Patrons £12 Book in advance

Artists have frequently depicted themselves with the tools of their trade. In this lecture curator and author Dr Alexandra Loske will look at the significance of artists’ palettes, both the physical objects and the pigment and colour choices they represent. Drawing on Rembrandt and many other artists, she will show how this simple, tactile tool can be a symbol and mirror of an artist’s time and personality.

Please scan the QR code for the booking link 
or search https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/
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