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think of anything
you know of that is ..
Ipade of iron?




Why ‘the
1ron age’?
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Because people started
making things out of
iron and steel for the
first time of course!

This was a huge
advance in technology,
as you had to heat up
iron ore (rock with little
pieces of iron in it) to
very high temperatures
to extract usable iron
from it. You then had to
shape it by repeatedly
heating and hammering
(known as smithing).




Long swords
and armour
(iron has a
very sharp

cutting edge)




The iron age is the very last period
of prehistory we will be looking at.
The people living at this time were
much more technologically
vanced than earlier people, as we
all see...
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It’s time to use
your investigation
and IT skills to go

on a fact-finding
mission about life
in Iron Age

Why was iron seen as
better than bronze?

What is the difference
between a Briton, a
Gaul and a Gael?

How did Iron Age
people make and dye
their clothes?

What is an Iron Age
Hoard? Has one ever
been found in Sussex?
If so where?

What is a ‘bog body’?




The Iron Age also
saw the production
of the first ever
coins in this
country. These are
some from the
collection at
Brighton Museum
and were fou

ocally.




How do you
% think they _
% were made?

patterns and
pictures can

think they are

/ different 4 : \

' colours? i A ~7 What kind Of
N il things would

they have been

used to buy"

tell us about the
lives of people living
in Iron Age o

G Br1ghton‘7 o

Which 1s
your
favourite

How do you think ™
the world would
work today if we

had never
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Did yoyu know we have an
Important Iron Age site
right here in Brighton &
Hove? The red pin in the
map markg exactly
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In 1908, workmen
building the golf course
- at Hollingbury
stumbled across

!

| shvgomething they Weren’_t ,{

N pectmg._._; Y




Herbert Toms,
Curator at
Brighton
Museum & Art
Gallery, in
1908

&

Cecil Curwen
& Brighton &
Hove
Archaeological
Society in 1931

I

You're not the only
person who wanted
to find out more!
The discovery
prompted a series
of excavations by
three different
archaeologists.




Everybody was very interested in the
excavations. On the next slide is a picture by a
famous Brighton painter, Louis Ginnett,
painted in the first half of last century.
Ginnett decided to paint a huge mural of this
picture on one on the walls of his former
school, now BHASVIC sixth form college of
Dyke Road, where it can still be seen today.
People who study history for a living can
sometimes spot the mistake in the picture that
makes it obvious it is a work of imagination,h

“«+ rather than fact. Can anybody guess wha
- ml-ght be wrong with l|I‘;.I. £
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. L
he people pictured are wearing

clothes from the mid-1920s, but

there were no excavations
between 1908 and 1931! It doesn’t
stop the painting from being a

good painting, but it’s not a very
good source for a historian
researching the Hollingbur

excavatio




hey discovered something very
exciting indeed — evidence of an
Early Iron Age Hill Fort. Did you
guess right? Looking at this aerial
photograph from 1954, it’s
surprising nobody thought to look
for one sooner! Can you spot
where the old ramparts once




- )
s
What would SN twe
. M t u
the hill fort 5 [rehagyy, tem ¢ i
e (o) St
have looked e ud ®Videney hay,
: : = £
like during e >4ty -
the Iron Age? T~ deep g To . € meg,
Fr~a 5 Ing ¢p ! Itch
- R
Q@ B~ gop AMpa py 0
i fealengjy, el
# T\Q Ofcba]k aIIS) m
D With rupp) ¢ ade
0 gatey ATge iy, PPed
] ‘I\\-\a eWay tO beI'ed
} 2,444 :\? bOu Cast Ve
B "'H/ N oS D, CHid:
95 VP~ - amparts Wlthln the




The obvious answer is that tﬂey
were to defend communities,
although some people have argued
against this as they were not always
built in the most suitable defensive
positions. Could they instead be for
storage? Or for social gatherings?
Perhaps they were about showing
power and marking territory? What

do you think?
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Saturday 14 August 2600 BP

HO"ingbuRg accackeo!

New hill fort to be built: plans being drawn up i

Local residents flee in fear as brutes
brandish brand new iron weaponry.

The town planners are forging ahead
with the fort at the top of the hill to
show those invaders a thing or two, or
at least to hold the weekly market in.

In the future, the locals may well
brandish iron clubs of their own, as the
planners will also be considering an
application to build a golf course
around the site.
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To take over
the land and
buildings?

To steal
cattle?

To steal
money and
possessions?

As an initiation
task for young

warriors?










Take it in turns to
present your battle plan
to the rest of the class.
You might like to
include:

»Diagrams of the hill fort
with your battle strategy
clearly marked

% Pictures of any iron-age
weapons you will use

» A poster persuad'mg your
fellow Britons to fight on

your side

% A battle song (or rap!)

Battle of the

i :
S Bloodthirsty

i

Britons!




Thanks for

downloading.
See you soon!
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Thank you to BHASVIC and A-Z for the kind permission to reproduce maps and images on slides 10, 11 & 15. Wolves and
illustration on slide 19 by Fiona Redford.






