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:\mmocon_rur BARNES ' _, _umsd.-xmv\oam. also says, ‘on H:_\.mm nocaﬁm | am an outsider: in terms oﬁ. sexuality; in terms

= of geographical and cultural dislocation; and in the sense of not having become the sort
of respectably married professional my parents might have hoped for. [...] Europeans
faced with the dogged survival of alien cultures and as mercantile as they were in the
days of the Trade, are now trying to sell our culture as a consumer product. | am inevi-
tably caught up in this.’

Rotimi Fani-Kayode (1955-1989) was a photographer whose career only encompassed six _
years. His work took many aspects of his identity, including being a queer Nigerian immi-
grant, as well as exploring the double-otherness of being both black and queer. According .
to Mark Sealy, Fani-Kayode’s images use homoeroticism and masculine sensuality to disrupt

power and transgress the chasm between his diasporic identity and his western assimilation -

desire into new images which will undermine conventional perceptions and which may
Fani-Kayode migrated to the UK in 1966 at the age of 11, with his family, to seek asylum reveal hidden worlds. Many of the images are seen as sexually explicit - or more pre-
during Nigeria’s civil war. He and his family settled in Brighton, where he attended Brighton ~ cisely, homosexually explicit. | make my pictures homosexual on purpose. Black men from
College. After coming out to his family, he left the UK to attend Pratt Institute in New York. ' the Third World have not previously revealed either to their own peoples or to the West a
Fani-Kayode returned to the UK in the mid-1980s and began to exhibit his work before co-

» certain shocking fact: they can desire each other.’
founding Autograph ABP in 1988. He remained in London until his death in 1989.
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Mark Sealy, Rotimi Fani-Kayode: Communion

\J ;

It is important to note Rotimi Fani-Kayode’s use of Nigerian, and specifically Yoruban motifs
and objects. Sealy states that ‘the Kayode family were the keepers of the Shrine of Yoruba o
Deities and priests of Ife. Fani-Kayode understood his cultural heritage.’ Fani-Kayode, him- =~ _ ,
self, stated, ‘[...] | try to bring out the spiritual dimension in my pictures so that concepts .
of reality become ambiguous and are open to reinterpretation. This requires what Yoruba :
priests call ‘a technique of ecstasy.’ This can be explained as, ‘the trance through which -~ . ) q
the priest or “father of the secrets” is possessed before being able to communicate with | _ _v
the deity. We held the view that the artist needs to establish a similar relationship with o , q

U

Rotimi Fani-Kayode, "Traces of Ecstasy," in

Rotimi Fani-Kayode & Alex Hirst:

Photographs, ed. Mark Sealy and Jean Loup

Pivin (London: Editions Revue Noire and
@ Autograph, 1996).
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the unconscious mind.’ S
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